
Who says Victorians had 

no sense of humor? This 

photo, from 1885, 

features Sausalito’s 

“Flirtation Club”, a social 

club for young men and 

women – appropriately 

supervised, of course! 

Ellie Avery Reed, founder 

of Church of Our Saviour, 

stands in back with her 

husband, The Rev. 

Frederick Wilcox Reed, 

Rector of Christ Church, 

Sausalito.    

              

 - Photo courtesy of the 

Marin History Museum - 

About Ellie Avery Reed 

Church of Our Saviour traces its history to the early missionary work of Ellie Avery Reed, wife 
of the first priest of Christ Church, Sausalito, The Rev. Frederick Wilcox Reed. The Reeds 
established a Sunday class for the children of Mill Valley in the late 1880s. In June of 1892, 
Mrs. Reed called together some of the residents of the newly incorporated town to arrange 
for the organization of an Episcopal mission for Mill Valley. As a memorial for her recently 
deceased husband, she was prepared to construct the first church building at her own 
expense on property donated by the Tamalpais Land and Water Company. Later that same 
month, The Rt. Rev. William F. C. Nichols, Bishop of the Diocese of California, gave consent for 

the establishment of the new mission, which held its first official service in the Mill Valley schoolhouse 
assembly room. The first church building of Church of Our Saviour at 10 Old Mill Street, designed by noted 
architect and artist Willis Polk, began hosting services by August. Bishop Nichols consecrated the building on 
September 11th, 1892. Ellie Avery Reed’s vision and generous commitment to the founding of Church of Our 
Saviour leaves a legacy we continue to enjoy well into the parish’s second century. She also helped establish a 
core mission of this community: the nurture of children’s faith and spirituality.  

What is Planned Giving? 

Planned giving is any major gift made in lifetime or at death as part of a donor’s financial or estate planning in 

support of an organization or a cause. These include gifts of equity, life insurance, real estate, personal 

property, or cash. We are grateful to the following founders of the Ellie Avery Reed Society for their planned 

gifts to Church of Our Saviour: 

Steve Beecroft 

Charles Coleman & Juliana Jensen 

Joan Dedo 

The Rev. Br. Richard Edward Helmer 

Sr. Dana Augustine Kramer 

Nini Lion 

Jennifer MacCready 

Nic Meredith 

 

Elizabeth & Michael Mooney 

Kathleen Piraino & Jim Goldberg 

Rom Portwood 

Steve Quarles & Nancy Emerson 

Randall & Mark Tarpey-Schwed 

Mary Washburn & Mark Chavez 

Dr. Colin & Mrs. Silvana Wong 

             and two Anonymous founders



  

 

 
 

Join the Ellie Avery Reed Society 

 

To join simply remember Church of Our Saviour in your will or estate plans, and return this 
form to the parish office to let us know: 10 Old Mill Street, Mill Valley, CA 94941 

 

Name   

Address   

City, State, Zip   

Society members are publicly acknowledged occasionally in printed materials about the Reed Society, 
unless anonymity is requested. 

 

☐ Please publicly acknowledge me as a member of the Reed Society by listing my name in the 
following way: 

 

 

☐ I would like to remain anonymous

☐ I have made/intend to make a provision for the 

Church of Our Saviour in my estate plan through 

one or more of the following vehicles (optional): 

☐ Bequest in my will 
 

☐ Charitable gift annuity 
 

☐ Charitable remainder trust 
 

☐ Charitable lead trust 
 

☐ Revocable Living trust 
 

☐ Pooled income fund 
 

☐ IRA/Retirement plan 
 

☐ Life insurance policy 
 

☐ Other   

My Legacy gift has been designated in the 

following way (optional): 

☐ Percentage  % 
 

☐ Residual  % 
 

☐ Specific amount 

$  

 

☐ Contingency amount 

$  

 

☐ Contingency percentage  % 
 

Donor Signature(s)                                      Date 

____________________________________      ______ 

____________________________________      ______ 

 

Questions about joining the Reed Society or need more information?  
Contact Nic Meredith – nicmeredith@icloud.com, Kathleen Piraino – kathleen.piraino@gmail.com, or  

Fr. Richard Edward – rector@cosmv.org 
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